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Racing versus c

§

y

ruising?

An introductory observation by VDL-C Communications Officer John Hall

where multiple yachtsrace against each

other, following a predetermined course
marked by buoys or other navigational aids, or
racing over longer distances from point to point,
with a mass start, at a given time, more or less

Q yacht race is a competitive sailing event

regardless of the prevailing or expected
conditions.

A yacht cruise typically refers to a leisurely trip on
a yacht, often for pleasure or relaxation, where the
primary activity is sailing or cruising on the water
for extended periods. These cruises can range
from day trips to voyages lasting months. The

focus is on enjoying the journey,
potentially exploring different
destinations, and experiencing the
amenities of the yacht.

The VDL-C is not a race!

It is a “cruise in company”, there is no
start gun, it is not a competition, and
if the weather looks unfavourable, we
likely won’t venture out until it is
favourable. We have no set departure
time or date, and no set arrival. There
is plenty of flexibility in the cruise
plan, which is written in sand, not
cast in stone!

As Ratty says to Mole:

“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing —
absolutely nothing — half so much worth doing as
simply messing about in boats. Simply messing...
about in boats — or with boats. In or out of ‘'em, it
doesn't matter. Nothing seems really to matter,
that's the charm of it. Whether you get away, or
whether you don't; whether you arrive at your
destination or whether you reach somewhere else,
or whether you never get anywhere at all, you're
always busy, and you never do anything in
particular; and when you've done it there's always
something else to do, and you can do it if you like,
but you'd much better not”. (Wind in the Willows,
Kenneth Graham, 1908).
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Yes, we get to experience the
circumnavigation in the best of
weather, sail when conditions are
near perfect, and with the help,
camaraderie and support that a
cruise in company offers.

So, enjoy the cruise for what it is!

Enjoy fixing your boat in exotic and
not seen before places, with new
mates keen to help, all before
enjoying a sundowner on a remote
beach - cruising bliss!

Left: John Hall scrubbing his boat in
the exotic tranquility of the RYCT
boatyard.
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Welcome
everybody!

Your departure date is getting closer and, hopefully, your preparations are well underway. Those on the waiting list will
be hovering like vultures, waiting for those few vessels who can’t participate because they left everything to the last
minute. So let’s kick off this third newsletter with a checklist of some things you'll need to do before you leave.

Fit Starlink
You must have a working Starlink system to go on this cruise. It’s easy to set up and get working but, as with any
technology, sometimes it throw up challenges in the early days that need to be solved. In the 2024 VDL-C the author

had major issues and had to go without it, but as it wasn’t mandatory we could still particpate. If it had happened to us
this time around, we’d have been forced to pull out. So, get it working properly, early.
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Complete your Expression of Interest

Many of you sent incomplete Expression of Interest forms when you put your hand up to do this event. This often
happens when you need to fill in details about equipment you haven’t yet bought.

Well, the rubber is close to hitting the road and you now need to think seriously about filling in that missing
information. Expect to get an email from us fairly soon nagging you to complete this task.

Please note that anyone whose EOI is still incomplete by end of business hours Monday 1st December 2025 will be
dropped to the back of the waiting list.

Conform with Cruise Safety Requirements and fill out the Cruise Safety Checklist

This is self explanatory. The Requirements and Checklist are both on line at https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
and in the Cruise Manual.

The Manual can be downloaded from https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpiseon.com/msg/u7HOwJnOEfCrgAbk mWEUw/
07rhd7nc99Vv327lewNGKjQ

Fill out the Event Registration Form

The 2026 Event Registration Form is still under construction, but it will be available soon on https://ryct.org.au/vdl-
circumnavigation/. You only do one of these per vessel.

This form has a number of functions.

1. It’s where you officially confirm who you are and the name of your vessel. Once you've registered, a link to your
form will be emailed to you for future reference.

2. It’s where you tell us who you think will be on your vessel for the cruise, and where/when they start and finish. We
know that this can change for a million reasons so it’s not cast in stone. We are currently creating a system that
enables you to update us about crew changes easily while you're at sea, and we’ll give you more details about this
soon. Please remember that it’s vital we know who is on your vessel at any time during the VDL-C.

3. There are two events you pay for during the registration process, and this is because we need to know numbers
early so we can pay a deposit and confirm with the venues. One is the Strahan Cocktail Cruise, the other is the
Callington Mill Distillery event in Hobart. This must be fully completed by the deadline.

4. It's where you tell us what size polo shirts you need and how many you want, remembering that you get two for
being a part of the Cruise. This must be fully completed by the deadline.

5. It’s where you tell us how many of you will be coming to the RYCT Cruise Dinner, and where you pay for any crew
who wish to attend, over and above the two tickets you automatically get with your vessel.

6. It’s where you make your final payment. This must be made by the deadline.
7. Atip: research the information required for the form first. There’s no mechanism for saving a partly filled out form.

Please note that any vessels not submitting this form and paying by end of business hours Monday 1st December
2025 will be consignhed to the waiting list. At the risk of nagging, we must have are your final payment, your
commitment and payment for the two special events if you wish to come (see point 3) and your polo shirt order.

Australian Sailing SailPass

It is recommended that participants (skippers, crew and guests) be a financial member of an Australian Sailing affiliated
club, obtain a SailPass for that part of the VDL-C in which they are participating, or obtain personal insurance for the
event. Full details about insurance are the Manual Part A Page 19. https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/msg/
u7HOWJNOEfCrgAbk mWEUw/07rhd7nc99V327lewNGKjQ



https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/msg/u7H0wJnOEfCrqAbk_mWEUw/07rhd7nc99V327lewNGKjQ
https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/msg/u7H0wJnOEfCrqAbk_mWEUw/07rhd7nc99V327lewNGKjQ
https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/msg/u7H0wJnOEfCrqAbk_mWEUw/07rhd7nc99V327lewNGKjQ
https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/msg/u7H0wJnOEfCrqAbk_mWEUw/07rhd7nc99V327lewNGKjQ
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Welcome everybody (Continued)

TideTech

Download your free link to TideTech, our sponsors, and learn how to use it:
https://vdlc.tidetech.org/?layer=combined currents&baselayer=topographic

Clean Bottoms

Slip and clean your hull before heading into Tasmania’s pristine National Parks. You’ll be anchoring in some really
special places so please treat your vessel to a shave and a haircut.

Buy your Parks Tasmania Passes

Many of the anchorages you'll visit are in National Parks. In Tasmania you must have a Parks Pass to visit a National
Park, irrespective of your mode of transport

One pass per boat will cover up to 8 people. Go to https://passes.parks.tas.gov.au to get one.

The VDL-C is dependent on Parks Tasmania to be able to run the event, so please don’t forget to get a pass.

Briefing Dates (See Page 5 for more details)

One is happening via Zoom VERY SOON, on Wednesday 5th November at 19:30 to explain the Event Registration Form,
your obligations, and answer any questions.

Then there are two On Board Practice Scheds. These will be held on Saturday 13'" December and Saturday 10" January
at 17:00. We recommend you attend both sessions, but you MUST attend one from your boat. This is a great
opportunity to familiarise yourself with 2026 sched protocols, as well as making sure your tech works.

The main briefing is happening on Friday 6th February 2026 at 19:00 hours, at Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania (Marieville
Esplanade Sandy Bay) and at Royal Geelong yacht Club (25 Eastern Beach Road Geelong). This is a great opportunity to
meet your fellow participants so please set the date aside and attend in person. Both clubs will also warmly welcome
anyone turning up by boat, especially if you let them know in advance. For those who really can’t attend in person, a
zoom link will be sent.

Book your berths
Summer and Autumn are busy times at RYCT and TYC. Don’t forget to book a berth for your vessel or you may miss out.
Please don’t rock up expecting to be accomodated. Berth Agreement forms are available on
https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/

Book your events
The fun stuff. Other than the sailing, the fishing, the exploring of exquisitely beautiful wilderness...
Along the way we are having a series of fun social events. A couple of them you’ll pay for on the Events Registration
Form (see above) and the rest you’ll pay for when you book directly. Full details on Pages 6 to 8 of this Newsletter.

So, to summarise:

1. Fit Starlink.

2. Complete your Expression of Interest, filling in the bits you left out.

3. Conform with Cruise Safety Requirements and fill out the Cruise Safety Checklist.
4. Fill out the Event Registration Form.

5. Get Australian Sailing SailPasses if required.

6. Clean your bottom. Also your boat’s.
7

8

9.

1

Buy your Parks Tasmania Passes.
Put the Briefing Dates in your diary to attend in person if possible.
Book your berths at RYCT, TYC, or anywhere else you’d like one.
0. Book your events. See pages 6 to 8.

Bramble Cove Beach Cricket Set transferred to new
Custodian in moving ceremony.

The biennial Transferring Of The VDL-C Beach Cricket Set took place on
Saturday 18™ October 2025. This was a deeply moving ceremony,
steeped in tradition and evoking memories of many hard-fought battles
in Bramble Cove.

The Transfer ended with a rousing rendition of the Halleluja Chorus by
George Frideric Handel, and a tree planting. King Charles Ill sent their
regret at being unable to attend, although a corgi wandered past at
some point.

Seen here conducting the ceremony at Ranelagh Reserve in Mount
Eliza are (L to R) Stephen Renfree, outgoing custodian and four time
VDL-C veteran, and John Hall, 2026 Communications Officer and
incoming custodian. “This is a huge honour,” said Hall wiping a tear
from his eyes. “We can now fight them on the beaches!”


https://passes.parks.tas.gov.au
https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
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" VDL-C BRIEFING DATES

ZOOM MEETING #1 - 29/7/2025

If you missed this meeting, it has been posted on line for your viewing
pleasure. Download it here:

https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/shr/
NDLYOKmZEfCbbAI671uSuQ/teoMaFpngSD5mve7W1Djiw

ZOOM MEETING #2 - 5/11/2025

If you missed this meeting, it also has been
posted on line:

https://stephen-renfree.digitalpigeon.com/msg/

nxXZsL3yEfCbbAI671uSuQ/ s0Z7sUHqYXMz-3g
POvDQ

FINAL BRIEFING - 6/2/26

This will be held at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania
and Royal Geelong Yacht Club at 19:00. You are warmly encouraged to attend
in person so you can meet your fellow participants. For those genuinely
unable to do so, a zoom link will be issued closer to the date.

RYCT’s address is Marieville Esplanade, Sandy Bay. RGYC’s address is 25
Eastern Beach Road, Geelong.

ON BOARD ZOOM PRACTICE SCHEDS

There will be two pre cruise practice scheds on Zoom so that we can all get
used to the new protocols and ensure our technology is working. It is
recommended you attend both, but you must attend one and you must be on
board your VDL-C boat when you do. These will be held:

17:00 Saturday 13" December 2025
LINK: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9462272152?0mn=81302172001

17:00 Saturday 10" January 2026

LINK: hitps://us06web.zoom.us/j/9462272152?o0mn=84465028110
Meeting ID for both scheds: 946 227 2152

Look out for an email from us with further details


https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/shr/NDLy0KmZEfCbbAI671uSuQ/tgoMaFpngSD5mve7W1Djiw
https://bang-bang-studios.digitalpigeon.com/shr/NDLy0KmZEfCbbAI671uSuQ/tgoMaFpngSD5mve7W1Djiw
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Friday 20™ February 2026 at 5.00pm

Tamar Yacht Club Dinner

Tamar Yacht Club continues a longstanding, much
loved tradition by welcoming the VDL-C for dinner.

Location: 1 Wharf Road Beauty Point Tasmania.

This is a great opportunity for Tasmanian and Mainland
participants to meet each other in the convivial setting
of the TYC.

Dinner is S60 per person and includes nibbles, choice
of three meats, roast spuds and sour cream, salads,
veggies, dinner rolls and a choice of four desserts.

Bar open at club prices, not only on the night but a
couple of nights before, for boats arriving early.

Link to tickets: https://events.humanitix.com/vdl-
circumnavigation-dinner

Wednesday 4™ March 2026 at 5.00|6m
Strahan Dinner Cruise

Prepare for an unforgettable evening surrounded by the
breathtaking beauty of Tasmania’s wild west coast. Step
aboard the elegant “Spirit of the Wild” for a slow evening
cruise through the iconic Gordon River, deep within the
UNESCO Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area.

Cost:S60 per person including formal buffet dinner &
canapes.

Book and pay for your tickets on line when you pay your
final pre-cruise invoice on the Event Registration Form.

NB: We need two people per boat to attend for this
event to go ahead.

Marion’s Vineyard

Marion’s Vineyard is looking forward to welcoming you
for an incredible day of food and wine! Sail in, take your
dinghy to our jetty, and walk up the driveway to where
your hand crafted lunchtime platters, featuring Tassie’s
finest, will be waiting for you.

¢ Casalinga meats

* Southern Sky cheeses

* Fresh sourdough baguettes

* Qur vineyard’s own marinated vegetable sides.

Prefer dairy-free, or have other dietary needs? Just let
us know when you book, and we’ll take care of it.

At our cellar door, you can also select from our
exceptional wines to pair with your meal.

Location: 335 Deviot Road Deviot Tasmania
Link to tickets: https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/

PS: The Bell Bay tides for 21/2/26 work really well for
this event. Low is 10:12am, high is 16:06! Woohoo!

Friday 13" March 2026 at 6.00pm

Port Esperance Sailing Club Dinner

Enjoy a slap up meal at the beautiful Port Esperance
Sailing Club, where VDL-C Cruise participants will be
welcomed to a two course dinner.

Location: 71 Station Road, Dover Tasmania.

Link to tickets: https://www.trybooking.com/events/
landing/1432938

See next page for more...


https://events.humanitix.com/vdl-circumnavigation-dinner
https://events.humanitix.com/vdl-circumnavigation-dinner
https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1432938
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1432938

VDL-C 2026 Events Calendar Continued: Page 7

Sunday 15" March 2026 at 6.00pm Tuesday 17" March 2026 at 5.00pm
Callington Mill Whisky Barrel Event @ Macq01

At the event, the barrels we’ve carried around Tasmania
magnificent and historic hotel in Port Huon will be tapped and bottled, resulting in numbered bottles

Kermandie Hotel Dinner
Another fun night with your fellow cruisers at this

_ exclusive to the 2026 VDL-C, available for you to
Address: 4512-4518 Huon Hwy, Port Huon. purchase.

Phone: (03) 6297 1052 Bottles are $100 each, and event tickets are $70 per
The marina over the road has visitor berths but vessels  person. Your event ticket includes a whisky on arrival and
drawing two metres should only enter at high tide, and  delicious finger food. Other drinks available at the bar.

then do so with great care. Aim to dock at Constitution Dock between 11am and 12

Otherwise, anchor off in Hospital Bay where there’s noon. If your boat is too big, don’t worry. We'll find
good holding. Marina Manager: 0439 164320. somewhere else for you to park.
Dinner will be charged for by the pub on the night. Book and pay for your tickets on line when you pay your

final pre-cruise invoice on the Event Registration Form.

NB: We need two people per boat to attend for this
event to go ahead.

oi s

.

Thursday 19" March 2026 at 6.00pm
RYCT Fleet Dinner

This is always an amazing night. Saturday 18t AriI 2026 at 6.00pm
For the Tasmanian Fleet it’s a night of triumphant RGYC Fleet Dinner

celebrations, as they complete their circumnavigation h iland Fl gi held GYC. is al oht of
with awards, fine food, drinks and tall stories. The Mainland Fleet dinner, eld at RGYC, is also a night o
tall tales and fabulous memories.

For the Mainland Fleet, it’s the start of the second half It’s also a night to catch up and compare notes after what

of their adventure, and the opportunity to say farewell il have undoubtedly been an amazing circumnavigation
and strengthen lifelong friendships based on shared of one of the world’s great cruising grounds.
experiences. As with the Hobart Fleet Dinner, there are prizes given

out for your photographic skills and many other things.
Full details of these awards are in the Cruise Manual.

Your pre-event invoice includes two tickets to this not- All participants of the 2026 VDL-C, whether Mainland or
to-be-missed event. Others can be purchased on line Tasmanian, are welcome.

https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/ This event is charged for by the club on the night.

Full details are in the Cruise Manual.



https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
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Two Pay Up Front Events:

There are a two fabulous events that can only go ahead if we get
sufficient numbers and can pay a deposit early.

These are the Strahan Dinner Cruise (4" March 2026) and the
Callington Mill Whisky Barrel Event (Hobart 17" March 2026).

We need two participants per boat for these events to be viable.

Please book and pay for these events when you complete your
Event Registration Form and make your final payment to
participate in the VDL-C.

https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/

Pot Luck! Dodging Kelp, Weed & Cray Pot Lines

quirks. Thick kelp forests, drifting weed mats, and a

maze of cray pot lines can all pose serious risks to
your prop, rudder, or stabilisers, especially when you're
cruising at night or under autopilot.

Kelp & Weed On The Prop
Common symptoms of this are:

e Asudden loss of speed, or the sense that your engine
is working harder and is under greater load

e Unusual vibrations
e On Saildrives, an inability to steer properly.
Prevention tips:

e Keep a sharp lookout. Weed is often visible as dark
patches on the surface especially in calm conditions.

e Use neutral when coasting. If drifting through thick
weed, take the engine out of gear to avoid sucking it
in.

Tasmania’s wild beauty comes with a few navigational

e Slow down in weedy areas. The slower the prop spins,
the less likely it is to foul.

Fixing a Fouled Prop:

e Stop immediately. Don’t power through; it’ll only
make things worse.

e Tryreverse gear briefly. A quick pulse can sometimes
throw the weed off.

e If that fails, and it’s safe and conditions are calm, you
may need to cut the engine and dive.

<=
SN

Dealing With Cray Pot Lines

These are everywhere around Tasmania, especially near
shorelines and in water under 30 metres deep. The lines
often lie slack near the surface or just below.

Spotting Them:

¢ Floats may be small and unflagged, sometimes just
milk bottles, buoys, or painted jerry cans.

¢ They often drift in the current, away from the actual
pot.

¢ Look out at sunrise and sunset. They can be harder
to spot in glare.

Avoiding Entanglement:

e Stay well clear of inshore waters at night unless
you're confident of your route.

e Use a sharp lookout on the bow when entering
harbours or anchorages.

¢ Avoid autopilot in craypot-rich zones. It won’t see
the float until it’s too late!

If You Get Snagged:
e Stop the boat immediately.

e Do NOT try to power free. You can make things
worse, much worse if you damage your shaft.

e Try going astern gently to ease pressure.

e If still stuck, you may need to go overboard with a
knife to cut yourself free.

¢ If unsafe to dive, anchor if possible and wait for

assistance.

Final Tips:

e Keep a mask, fins and serrated dive knife easily
accessible.

e Have a torch on deck at night for spotting floats.

e Always carry a boat hook and floating line cutter if
possible.

Stay alert, go slow when unsure, and don’t be afraid to
pause and check. Knowing what to do before you’re
tangled makes all the difference.


https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
https://ryct.org.au/vdl-circumnavigation/
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@ Rig Checks On The Run.

our rig is your engine when you’re under sail. A quick
Yrig check done regularly can prevent gear failure and
keep your boat safe.

This daily rig check will take you five minutes to
complete.

e Look up the mast. Is it straight? Can you see any
sway, missing pins or cracked fittings?

e Check all turnbuckles. Is there any looseness,
rust, or bent parts? Are the shackles nice and
tight? The R-Clips? Ties?

e How are the lines and halyards? Have they
been flogging? Are they chafing or twisting?

e Isthere any fraying?

e Are your boom and gooseneck tight and free
of cracks?

A weekly check looks a little like this:

e Feel each stay and shroud. Are any strands broken,
frayed or looking fatigued?

e Check your chainplates, especially inside the boat. Are
there any leaks, corrosion, or movement?

e Inspect the mast base. Are the bolts tight and free of
movement or corrosion?

e Spin the sheaves. Are the halyards running smoothly?
e Check your backstay, especially adjusters or split pins.
Signs Of Trouble:

e Achange in tune, that is your rig suddenly doesn’t
sound like it normally sounds.

e Leaking around chainplates.

e Cracks around deck fittings.

e A“banana” bend in the mast.

e Sails flogging more than usual despite trimming.

¢ Unexplained movement in the rig.
Quick Tips:

e Use binoculars to check aloft.
e Wrap tape on split pins to avoid sail tears.

e Use a halyard to lift yourself and check mast hardware
if needed.

Get into the habit of doing these checks now.
Remember: keep it tight, keep it safe!

hen you’re in Beauty Point, one
Wthing you’ll almost certainly
need to do is visit Georgetown

&FLINDERS to top up on supplies. While you're there,
MARITIME MUSEUM head over to the Bass & Flinders Centre,
home to an amazing collection of vessels,
models and seafaring tales.

The centrepiece is a full scale replica of the tiny schooner,
the ‘Norfolk’, used by Flinders and Bass to circumnavigate
Van Diemen’s Land in 1798. You could call their journey
the first European VDL-C.

We will arrange a boat ride across the Tamar for any 2026
VDL-C participants needing to stock up for the next leg.
We’ll also bring you back!

Explore the museum, enjoy a trip up the river with
someone else navigating, and get ready for the
adventures ahead of you.
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from past VDL-Cs

Gybe Talkin’

ne of the ‘accidents’

O most likely to cause
death, serious injury

or calamitous damage on

a sailboat is the dreaded

unintended gybe.

Several of us who
participated in the 2024
VDL-C used a piece of gear

a company called Wichard.
It uses a specific line called

is supplied. Conventional

object of the exercise is to thread the line through

called the Gyb’Easy, made 9

Gyb’Flex, 16 metres of whidjg

dynema works well too.The

Thief caught on CCTV with
Calllngton Mill Whisky Barrel!

N breaking news, a

man has been
apprehended red

elnded stealing a barrel

wWhisky from

lington Mill

acqo1l.

would ft on his
When interviewed

- YRS MY r said he was sailing
around Tasmama in an event known as the
VDL-C, and that he was taking barrels of

the Gyb’Easy to create friction. The more friction,
the better the braking power.
Cryovaccing is your friend!
ou’re going to munch your way through a lot of
onod in six weeks. Sure, there’ll be feasts to
scoff when you’re ashore, but being able to
serve up good and healthy food when you’re at sea
is as good a morale booster as you can get.
On our first circumnavigation twenty three years
ago, we didn’t even have a fridge. We ate mostly

vegetarian and prepared from dry goods, cans, and
the odd fish we caught.

Technology’s way better these days. In 2024 we had
an Isotherm that was built in, and a Brass Monkey
portable that lived in the saloon.

In 2024 we prepared loads of food at home, then
froze it in square plastic takeaway containers. In the
interests of getting as much in our freezer as
possible we avoided food that was weirdly shaped
and difficult to stack, like racks of lamb.

Once the cooked food was frozen we removed it
from the takeaway container, cryovacced it in bags
supplied with the machine, and returned it to the
freezer. This saved a little space, but also ensured
that the food would last a while even if it thawed.

Another challenge you’ll face is where to put your
garbage. We chuck as much as possible before
putting it on the boat. All the paper and cardboard
outer packaging, everything. So we know what
we’re about to eat, we write on the inner packaging.
We buy drinks in crushable cans and, apart from a
few bottles, wine in boxes. There are actually some
decent ones out there.

whisky with him.

A magistrate released Scarr on bail, on
condition that he joins AA, and employs
human crew to accompany him on his
journey.

The barrel was unhurt.
TideTech VDLC 2026

CRUISE IN COMPANY
WITH CONFIDENCE

Your link:

Access Real-Time Current Data
Thanks to Our Sponsor TideTech.

Plan smarter. Sail safer. Cruise together.

Right: TideTech’s advanced oceanographic
technology gives us access to real-time current
data, helping you plan safer and more efficient
passages throughout the cruise.

All participants will have access to this data during
the cruise — another reason to buddy up and stay
connected.

tidetech

Applied Oceanography
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ut it does it no real justice. There’s something
Bcompletely visceral about being anchored in
this vast wilderness.

You need to see it for yourself. Experience all its
moods. Bask in its sun. Smell its cool, crisp, clean
air. And, indeed, shelter from its storms in one of
its many safe hiding spots.

There are many wonderful events organised by the
VDL-C committee that are detailed elsewhere in
this newsletter. But at the other end of the scale,
away from the parties, the vineyards and the
dinners, is a simple cup of coffee in your cockpit as
you swing on your anchor, wave at your neighbour,
and listen to the South West Tasmanian wind.

Most of Port Davey is a marine reserve that enables
many species of marine life to enter its sanctuary,
breed and thrive, and live the life Mother Nature
intended many millenia before the arrival of
Europeans. Thus, as visitors, we have a
responsibility to care for this precious place.

The Port Davey Marine Reserve deserves our
respect. It protects a unique underwater landscape
in its dark, tannin-rich freshwater which overlays
tidal saltwater.

On the next page of this newsletter are maps that
indicate where diving and fishing are not permitted
in Tasmanian waters. Please respect these rules so
that the Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife Service
continues allowing the VDL-C to visit them.

For two videos about the Port Davey Marine
Reserve, please follow these links:

https://voutu.be/iApl8zy7Wbc
https://youtu.be/BDAfD96DZMw

For a detailed map of the Port Davey Marine
Reserve, please follow this link:

https://parks.tas.gov.au/Documents/
Port%20Davey%20map.jpg

Port Davey - A Life Changing Event

- urself perpetus
— lost for words.

—1 Youcan borrow the
accolades bestowed upon it
by the United Nations and
many. conservation groups

sthat describe it as one of

- Ta%wpania’s most revered
“treasures. That it is part of
the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area.

Those, alone, should be
enough

Sewage Disposal

This is a summary of an article in Newsletter 2, and
applies only to toilets with holding tanks that pump
out. The rules for composting heads etc are different.
Remember to plan ahead; Tasmanian pump-out
facilities are very few and far between.

You can dispose of urine anywhere from a boat of any
size provided there’s no faecal matter in it.

The EPA stipulates boats with less than sixteen people
on board can discharge untreated sewage in most
waterways (read on for exceptions) provided that the
discharge does not contain “visible floating solids” and
that it does not cause “prolonged discolouration of
the receiving waters.”

Where you can’t pump out:

In some areas, you can’t discharge anything untreated
at all. These are inland waters, marinas, designated
mooring areas or canals, marine resources protected
areas established under the Living Marine Resources
Act 1995, waters less than 5 metres deep, within 500
metres of any shellfish farm, the Tamar Estuary
upstream of the Batman Bridge, the Derwent Estuary
upstream of the Bowen Bridge, Payne Bay north of a
line between Curtis Point and Woody Point, James
Kelly Basin, south and west of a line between Garden
Point and Larsen’s Rocks, Bathurst Harbour and all
bays and inlets within it, east of a line between
Hammond Point and Forrester Point, Macquarie
Harbour east of a line between Coal Head and
Steadman Point, any other waters less than 1 nautical
mile of any land including islands and within 120
metres of any person in the water.

For more information, including maps etc, visit

https://epa.tas.gov.au/environment/water/boat-
sewage-management



https://youtu.be/iApI8zy7Wbc%20https://youtu.be/BDAfD96DZMw
https://youtu.be/iApI8zy7Wbc%20https://youtu.be/BDAfD96DZMw
https://parks.tas.gov.au/Documents/Port%20Davey%20map.jpg
https://parks.tas.gov.au/Documents/Port%20Davey%20map.jpg
https://epa.tas.gov.au/environment/water/boat-sewage-management
https://epa.tas.gov.au/environment/water/boat-sewage-management
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Above: Northern Deal Island at dawn. (VDL-C 2024)

Friday 16 February 2024

We sail out over the Lakes Entrance bar at 1230 hours.
There are a few lumps, and we crash and slew around a
bit but, after no more than twenty minutes, we are out
in open sea and heading towards The Kent Group.

If you were to sail a straight line between Lakes Entrance
and the mouth of the Tamar River in northern Tasmania,
you'd pretty much crash into The Kent Group. It’s a
pretty little archipelago of three main islands, Deal,
Dover and Erith. Erith in particular is a very vibrant
penguin rookery and a happy home for the modest
population of Cape Barren geese who don’t live on Cape
Barren Island to the east.

There's virtually no breeze and we motor all the way, just
happy to be going somewhere. It’s been a while since
we’ve done an overnighter and, whilst we love sailing at
night, the first one is always a bit rough on the
constitution. And it’s cold. Really, really cold.

We make a welcome landfall to our chosen anchorage
on Erith at about 0600 and drop anchor in West Cove,
thoroughly looking forward to a couple of days in this
pretty place.

Except...

The anchor is nicely dug into sand and we motor gently
back to make certain we aren’t going anywhere. And we
aren’t. We are beautifully stuck. And so is Pipe Dream.
In reverse gear.

After some nervous investigation we confirm that the
cable from cockpit to gearbox has snapped. We don't
have a spare, so we disconnect the dud cable, and install
what we call the Voice Activated Gearbox, a
sophisticated piece of gear requiring two people. Person
A performs calisthenics over a hot engine to the gear-
change toggle on the gearbox, while person B bellows
instructions from the steering station.

Reluctantly, we raised the anchor, and set off again
towards the Tamar River and Beauty Point Marina where
there exists all sorts of helpful people. Yippee. Another
overnighter. The last thing we feel like.

Saturday 17 — Sunday 18 February

something breaks mid cruise. It doesn’t matter how well
prepared you are; things still break. Pondering this, we
hoist sails and head for the Tamar River. We head south
from Murray Pass and The Kent Group and discover a
joyously wonderful sailing breeze, and we cruise at
anywhere between six and eight-plus knots in a steady
westerly.

We realise that, at this speed, we’ll arrive at the mouth of
the river at about 3:00am so we furl the headsail
completely and slow down, needing to time our arrival for
when there is the least amount of tidal movement. This will
be at about 7:30am tomorrow morning. We'll also need
some help coming in for a landing at Beauty Point marina
and we won’t get much sympathy if we start calling the
cavalry in the middle of the night.

At about 6:30am we arrive at the river mouth, start the
motor and drop our sails. It’s now light, but it’s also foggy.
We reckon visibility is down to about 100 metres, tops. We
slowly pick our way down the river, one marker to the next,
until we're adjacent to Georgetown when it lifts a little.
Coming down the river in the dark would actually have
been easier.

A rubber crash boat piloted adeptly by (the legendary) Ron
Chandler and marina manager Andrew push and shove us
into a pen. We tie up and hit the lovely facilities of the
Tamar Yacht Club for a clean up, followed by a sleep. We’'ll
be here until the end of the week.

Sunday 18 — Friday 23 February
After two overnight sails, Sunday truly is a day of rest.

So, pretty much is the rest of the week. Chris the mechanic
turns up with a gearbox cable and fixes the problem. The
rest of the Hobart fleet arrive, a couple of them on Tuesday
and the rest on Wednesday.

On Tuesday night we dine on the radio relay vessel
Wingarra Il. John needs to replace his terminally faulty VHF
radio. So the next day we do a quick trip into Launceston
courtesy of a lovely local called Neville who took pity on us
as we were walking to the bus stop.

Two expeditions leave Tamar Yacht Club Friday morning.
One is to the Seahorse Museum which is very interesting
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and draws a fair crowd. The other is a trip into
Georgetown by fishing boat for shopping (there’s no
supermarket at Beauty Point) where participants get to
take in the Bass and Flinders Museum, and enjoy a tour
of the upper reaches of the river courtesy of local expert
and boating guru Rowlie Walker.

Everyone gathers on Friday for dinner, put on by Tamar
Yacht Club. The night finishes on a slightly sour note; our
forward head (toilet) has sprung a leak and is generously
depositing seawater everywhere. Not what we want the
night before a ten hour passage starting at 6.00am. So
rather than go to bed early, we dismantle the system,
clean it, smother it in petroleum jelly, and reassemble it.
It’s such a glamour sport sometimes!

Saturday 24 February

We wake up at 5.00am after a fitful few hours sleep and
check our repairs. Dry as a bone. Phew.

We head up the river (above) to the mouth of the mighty
Tamar. The tides really hoon, hence our early start to
take advantage of conditions favouring those of us
heading out into Bass Strait. Our destination is Rocky
Cape, about ten miles east of Stanley.

We are mostly able to sail the whole way, although we
keep the motor ticking over to charge the batteries (we
are chewing through the power now we have two fridges
on board) and to maintain a steady speed, necessary if
we’re to arrive and anchor at a reasonable hour.

The only negative for the day was the wind instrument
suddenly ceased to get a signal from the sensor at the
top of the mast. We'll just have to look at the flags and
feel the breeze on our face. It’ll be Hobart before we can
fix this.

Sunday 25 February

Rocky Cape is gorgeous, but we pitch and roll all night as
the tide changes. We're up several times to strap things
down on the deck, and to check we’re safe. In the end we
give up, weigh anchor, and make our way to the Hunter
Group of islands, situated on the northwest tip of
Tasmania.

It’s a passage that’s magnificent in its uneventfulness,
and ends with us anchored in East Telegraph Bay on
Three Hummock Island in the company of several other
vessels. There’s now a good breeze blowing from the
southeast, cold and determined, and we hang back on
our anchor chain. It’s beautiful, wild, and exactly what we
came here for.

Monday 26 February

The ‘good breeze’ freshens and shifts to the south at
some stage in the middle of the night. It puts us on a lee
shore and it doesn’t make for a comfortable night’s sleep.
So just before dawn we thread our way out between the
remaining vessels, past Three Gullies Bay, and turn west,
eventually dropping anchor amongst several other
vessels at Rape Bay on the northern shore of Three
Hummock Island.

Later in the day everyone raises anchor and heads
around to the southern end of Coulomb Bay in
anticipation of an incoming strong north-easterly. The
idea is to hold the traditional Hummocks BBQ so that the
Hobart and Victorian fleets can meet and get to know
each other. It becomes apparent that the safest option is
to abandon the barbecue idea and take the north-
easterly to Strahan and the delights of Macquarie
Harbour.

Above: Hell’s Gate at dawn

Tuesday 27 February
What a passage!

It’s lumpy heading west across the top of Hunter Island,
but once we had turned to the south, we had a stunning
sail with a fiery breeze. Best of all, we had Hunter Island
to our east giving us some shelter from the waves.

We upped anchor at 1030am. At a six knot average
speed, we'd get to Hell’s Gate just after dawn. Perfect.
Entering Hell’s Gate in the dark is easier these days with
the modern chart plotter navigation gear, but daylight
removes one level of stress. Also, entering Macquarie
Harbour when the sun is rising is a stunning experience.

For a while — many hours, in fact — we surfed, sailing at a
steady 7.5 to 10 knots. If this kept up we’d appear at
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Hell’s Gate at 2.00am! We only had a tiny amount of
headsail out and no main, and we wondered how we
could slow down.

Eventually the wind made the decision for us, dropping
out altogether at midnight. We started the motor and
tried to furl the sail but the furler jammed. The problem
was at the top of the mast and impossible to diagnose in
the dark so we manually wrapped the unfurled part of the
sail around the forestay and motored south.

Wednesday 28 February

Calm, oily-looking waters surround Hell’s Gate as we
finally approach just after dawn. It might be a challenging
harbour entrance, but it’s exquisitely beautiful this
morning. Sparkling seas, muted pastel colours, and
absolutely no swell. It was perfect.

It’s a two-hour journey from the Gate to Strahan itself
and, with repairs to be made, we tie up firstly at the fuel
jetty where we refill with diesel (186 litres) and then to
the repair jetty, the next one along. We’ve been told by
local legend Trevor Norton that we could stay there as
long as we like and this is great news because here we
have power and water, and the entire VDLC fleet is
scrambling for space at the town jetty.

We took advantage of the kindness of Peter 1 from
Corinthian, and Peter 2 from Oasis, who came over and
helped sort our furler out. We'll need a proper fix down
the track, but this one will get us to Hobart. For the rest
of the day we wandered around Strahan catching up -
with the fleet and swapping war stories.

Peter Lewis from Charlie’s Dream visited
for a drink and we ended up on board his
boat for a quick meal before they headed
off to the play that’s been running at the
Strahan theatre for so long that it’s second
longest season for a play in the world, just
behind Agatha Christie’s “Mousetrap.”

We'd seen it before, so elected to go to the
pub.

Thursday 29 February

In the morning Lee took a walk to nearby
waterfalls, where Paul from Halcyon Days gave an
impromptu poetry recital.

In the afternoon we trudged up Heartbreak Hill to Trevor
Norton’s place where he gave a talk on the Gordon River,
something we all intended doing, and something
everyone should do at least once in their lifetime. That
evening, most of the fleet gathered together for a
barbecue at the Macquarie Harbour Sailing Club.

Friday 1 March

We awaited the impending arrival of Simon, our crew that
we’re calling The Cabin Boy. Then we did touristy things,
like wandering through the Huon Pine shop and
workshops, buying things we didn’t need. We met Simon,
and then wandered down to the wharf to meet up with
the Charlie’s Dream folk and head to the restaurant at
Risby Cove where we dined and drank for hours with
some delightful folk.

Saturday 2 March

With Simon on board, we untied the boat and headed
down the harbour to Kelly’s Basin for the night, finally
arriving at about 4.00pm. We’ve been lucky with the
weather, and today continued the pattern. It was warm

and sunny, through a thin veneer of cloud. We were also
lucky enough to grab a mooring, meaning no mucking
about with anchors and the stinky mud that inevitably
comes up with them in this area.

Sunday 3 March

What were we saying about the weather? Sunday
dawned cold, wet and windy. Nevertheless we took the
dinghy ashore and headed for what remains of Pillinger,
a town created for the mining of copper. Not much
remains of West Pillinger - just a few jetty piles and some
rusted old boiler bits - but there’s a hut (Reindeer Lodge)
that many a bushwalker would be very pleased to see in
bad weather.

A longer dinghy ride to the other side of town took us to
what had been the industrial end of Pillinger. Brick kilns,
jetties, and the crumbled remain of a railway carriage
offer modest clues to what life had been like in this
unforgiving landscape one hundred years ago.

We returned to Pipe Dream and dried ourselves out,
dropped the mooring line, and headed towards the
Gordon. It’s difficult to find the words to describe the
experience of quietly ambling up this most beautiful of
rivers, but amble up it we did, eventually anchoring
(successfully after one false start) a mile or so upstream
of Heritage Landing. Here, east of Hairpin Bend, we
spent a wonderful night in the quiet, still, comfort of the
river.

Monday 4 March

We travel further upstream, around every twist and
turn, through steep valleys of trees, wondering how
many variations on lush green colours there can be.

below) waiting for Hitchhiker to vacate the jetty,
we enter into yet another deep forest in an even

« Hitchhiker announces their departure on radio
NKS \and we reluctantly turn around and tie up. The
“%;3‘ \waterfall is a very short walk away and it’s not

o % “hard to see why it was so popular with the

locals back when the population was swollen with
miners. It’s very gorgeous, but by the time you get here
you’re so bombarded with relentless gorgeousness it’s
almost anticlimactic.

Our buddy boat Atmospheric arrives and we head back
downstream to the mouth and around to Hawk’s Nest in
Birch’s Inlet.













































