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NYE's Fireworks from the Race Village. Photo Credit: Adventures of a Sailor Girl

FROM THE BOARD ROOM
I hope all Members enjoyed a safe and happy Christmas with family and friends.

The 77th Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race has been run and won!  What a great event this 
year with the maxis getting a seasonal sleigh ride to Hobart while most of the fleet had 
some stiff southerly weather to deal with for a few days.
Congratulations to all competitors and a huge thanks to our RYCT army of volunteers that 
enabled us to fulfil our duties as Finishing Partner for the CYCA.
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After some pretty awful weather earlier in December, the weather was brilliant and showed 
off Tasmania in all its beauty for locals and visitors alike.

The sold-out James Bond 007-themed NYE event at the Club was a roaring success with 
180 attendees enjoying cocktails (shaken, not stirred), fine food and great camaraderie to 
see in the New Year.

Looking forward, RYCT is hosting the Sabre Nationals in January and the 2.4mr Nationals 
in early February.

Hopefully, the good weather holds for those events as well as for cruising members keen 
to get away.

On behalf of the Board, I wish you a prosperous 2023.

See you on the water!

Richard Bevan

Commodore

SAILING
77th ROLEX Sydney Hobart Yacht Race

And just like that – the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race is over for another year!

From the starting gun on Boxing Day to the speedy arrival of Andoo Comanche; the 

crowning of Celestial; and the tenacious arrival of Currawong just in time for the New 

Years' Eve fireworks, this was truly a great race.  The race was run.  The silverware and 

timepieces won.

It has been said many times already but I’ll say it again – this race would simply not 

happen without the 250+ volunteers and the team of professionals who work behind the 

scenes, day and night, supporting the CYCA as Finishing Partner for the race; supporting 

every yacht and every crew member; making things happen to ensure a safe, enjoyable 

race for all.

Thank you to each team leader and their teams :

- Mick Hocking and the on-water crew.

-Peter Holmes and the Finish Box team.

-Luke Hegarty, Alastair Douglas and the Radio Room team.
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-Scribes and Committee Members.

-Peter and Judy Martin and the Liaison Centre Army.

-Hughie and Julie Lewis and the crew of 'Destiny' 

-Sue Ball and the RYCT staff at the Club.

Special shout out to Ken and Jenny Briggs and the team from Glenorchy Rotary Club for 

30 years of managing the baggage collection services; and to the crew from SSAA Militaria 

Collectors Tasmania for the cannon action for Line Honours, once again in the middle of 

the night.

Also to our friends at Tasmania Police Marine Division, TasPorts, MAST, CSIRO, Hobart 

City Council and the Premier’s Office.

Thank you to every single person who contributed to the success of the event.  I hope you 

had as much fun as I did and feel enormous pride on behalf of The Royal Yacht Club of 

Tasmania in a ‘job well done’!

Let’s do it all again next year!

Past Commodore Tracy Matthews

Finish Coordinator - RSHYR

PS. Standby for details of the Volunteer Thankyou Event.  I hope to see you there.
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96th Bruny Island Race

With the ROLEX Sydney Hobart Race as a fresh memory, we are already gearing up to 

host this classic RYCT sailing event. 

In just 5 weeks the competitors will set off on an 89 nautical mile circumnavigation of the 

elongated island south of Hobart originally called ‘The Ocean Race’.

The Bruny Island Race is the oldest, continuously (almost) conducted inshore/offshore 

race in Tasmania, arguably in Australia, providing the challenge of inshore sailing through 
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the winding reaches of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel and the open ocean waters of the 

Tasman Sea.

Notice of Race and Entries are open on the race's webpage - HERE. 
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CRUISING
CYCT Cruising Calendar

RYCT members are invited to join the CYCT events below. Please see the CYCT website 

for more information (www.cyct.org.au) and to register your interest please email the 

CYCT Vice Commodore Mark Stephenson (Vice.commodore@cyct.org.au).

CYCT Cruise

SAT 14 TO SUN 22 JAN

Lower Huon and Port Cygnet cruise

A week cruising in the sheltered waters of the lower Huon River and Port Cygnet should 

not be missed. After the chaos of the holiday season settle back with secure anchorages, 

easy day sails, interesting walks ashore, sundowners amongst friends, perhaps a coffee or 

a pub meal in town, take in a performance at the Cygnet Folk Festival or maybe watch a 

yacht race at PCSC.

OFF THE BEACH
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2023 Oceania Australian Open & Youth Championships

The Australian Open & Youth Championships for ILCA 4, ILCA 6 & ILCA 7 (Laser) sailed 

on the expansive Botany Bay NSW.

A very competitive fleet of 185 boats is competing across the divisions with many overseas 

sailors taking advantage of the Southern hemisphere summer to hone their skills.

Best of luck to all the OTB RYCT competitors:

ILCA 4 Fleet

-Tom Fader (Good Question)

-Adelaide O'Donoghue ( Hell's Bells)

-Indy Cooper (Sketchy)

-Tom Hugo (The Bird)

-Harry Pilkington (Sendy)

-Fredi O'Donoghue (Hannel)

ILCA 6 Fleet

- Eddie Reid (No Name)

- Oscar O'Donoghue (Salty)

- Joshua Ragg (No Limit)

- Jack Saul (Whiplash)

- Daniel Maree (Runaway)

- Nicholas Jones (Great Success)

ILCA 7 Fleet

- Sam King (Devo)

- Philip Reid (Sabrosa)

Full results and event website here. 
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School Holiday Sailing Courses

We still have a few learn-to-sail courses at our Discover Sailing Centre during 

the school holidays. 

Children aged 7-12 can join The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania’s Tackers 

One and Two learn to sail programs during Term 4 School Holidays:

Monday January 16 - Thursday 19 January 2023 

Info and registrations here
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TRAINING
MAST Powerboat Courses

In Tasmania, a motorboat licence is required to operate a vessel 4hp or more (except for a 

hire and drive vessel).

The RYCT is an accredited provider of the MAST Motor Boat Licence which is valid for a 

three-year period (pro-rata) and all licences have a common expiry date.

Sunday 15 January 2023 (13:00 – 17:30)

Thursday 19 January 2023 (17:30 – 22:00)

Saturday 28 January 2023 (10:00 – 14:30)

Click here to register. 

For more information please contact our sailing administrator Michael Vincent at 

otbtraining@ryct.org.au
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SOCIAL

Best Wishes From the RYCT Hospitality Team!

Thank you for attending our NYE Party. We had a lot of fun serving you and look forward 

seeing you at the Club in the New Year. 
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12ft Cadet Dinghy 100 year celebration  

Under the auspices of The Australian Wooden Boat Festival, which is happening from the 

10th to the 13th of February we invite all wooden boat lovers and past Cadet sailors to join 

us at The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania and catch up with old sailing mates to share 

stories of past fun times in Cadets.

Bookings keep rolling for what is gearing up to be a great evening. 

More info and bookings here:

https://fb.me/e/3BWhXP1YA
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MEMBERS

Member Spotlight

Every month we are asking one of our members some questions, so you get to know your 
fellow members a little bit better. Meet Scott Price, a life member of our Club. 

Photo: Scotty and Ollie at the apple orchard 
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1. How long have you been a member for?

41.5 years and life member since 2016. 

2. What do you enjoy most about the Club?

I enjoy catching up with old friends especially those that we shared family boating trips 
with.

3. What is the best memory you have of being at the Club?

My wedding reception in 1984 and helping young children discover the sport of sailing at 
any level which included my three children, Ben, Silka and Aleksandrs. The other highlight 
was when the RYCT hosted the 2004 Sabot Nationals with 204 entries when I was Vice-
Commodore.  

I also attended the AGM when my father, John Price, received his 50-year membership. 

4. What do you do for a living?

I am an apple orchard production manager for R&R Smith. 

5. What could other RYCT members always ring you for?

Club members can always ask me to volunteer or ask for my advice concerning junior 
sailing and relevant pathways to further their careers. 

6. What would you name your boat if you had one?

I have a boat called the 'Ark of Esperance' but I have always liked the name 'Prisea' or 
'Priceless'. 

7. Would you rather spend the rest of your life with a sailboat as your home or an RV 
as your home?

My first preference is the family home at Ranelagh but I could quite comfortably live on a 
boat.

8. Would you rather give up all drinks except for water or give up eating anything 
that was cooked in an oven?

I would give up everything cooked in the oven as I like my occasional whiskey. 

RYCT Bistro Spotlight 

Our Restaurant was featured in the latest edition of the Club Marine's  

Page 23 of 31What's in the wind at the RYCT?

6/01/2023mhtml:file://C:\Users\AlmerElzink\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Co...



Page 24 of 31What's in the wind at the RYCT?

6/01/2023mhtml:file://C:\Users\AlmerElzink\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Co...



Page 25 of 31What's in the wind at the RYCT?

6/01/2023mhtml:file://C:\Users\AlmerElzink\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Co...



MEMBER BENEFITS
See two of our many membership benefits below! Click HERE to see our other 
membership benefits! 

ABOUT THE BUSINESS:

Marshall Batteries, Australia’s largest 
supplier of batteries with service available 
24hrs a day, seven days a week. 
Supplying premium Exide batteries.

Phone: (03) 6231 5700 (24/7)

Offer: 10% discount on the RRP of all 
batteries, free delivery and free testing of 
batteries

ABOUT THE BUSINESS:

We love having visitors join us for a tour 
and tasting at Spring Bay Distillery. Allow 
90 minutes to see the still, and hear how 
we make our coastal whisky and gin. 
Learn how our bond store matures whisky 
in its own special way then enjoy a taste 
of our products whilst looking over the bay 
that inspired our name.

Bookings can be made with Suzy at 
0418 270 054 or sending an email 
to: suzy@springbaydistillery.com.au

www.springbaydistillery.com.au

Offer: Free tours and tastings at either 
distillery site at a) 6 Hoods Rd – Spring 
Beach. or b) unit 5/6, 205 Kennedy Drive 
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– Cambridge. Plus 10% off all cellar door 
purchases*

*may exclude some rare-release whisky.

CLUB NOTICES
RYCT Wine Deals
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
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